ASIAN MOUNTAIN OUTFITTERS, LLC

Marco Polo, Argali and Ibex Hunting in Central Asia

Email: asianmountainoutfitters@gmail.com; bryankmartin@gmail.com
Website:  www.asianmountainoutfitters.com; 
Kyrgyzstan/Tajikistan Marco Polo/Ibex and Azerbaijan Tur To-do and Reminder Checklist:

· Flight’s booked and confirmed – forward this info to our Kyrgyz or Tajik contacts and Asian Mountain Outfitters:  Make sure the entry port does wildlife Inspections (Chicago, JFK, Atlanta, Lax, etc).  Make sure to allow minimum of 3 hrs between entry flight to US or Canada and your next flight, for Customs clearance.  Flight should arrive before 4 pm on a weekday, so there is time to clear/inspect trophies or a Custom’s Broker will have to be arranged to help with clearance.  If a weekend or after hour arrival, best to arrange a Wildlife Broker.  We use Doug Gray, Gracy Travel (USA) and Travel Canada (Canada).
· All flights to Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan & Tajikistan should go through Istanbul, Turkey.  Make sure tickets are issued on 1 itinerary and that all luggage (firearms and ammo) is check to final destination.
· Complete client Info Sheet; email to our office manager, along with a scanned copy of your passport; 
· Bring at least 2 recent passport sized photos per country you’ll be visiting as you will need a VISA.   For Azerbaijan, need a Letter of Invitation from hosting outfitter and Visa in advance of the trip. Tajikistan hunters need a scanned Passport Photo – email to our office manager.
· Lodging – Apartment or Hotel - arranged (if necessary); our office manager in Kyrgyzstan will help.
· Meet and Greet People in Istanbul arranged (if necessary); Caprinae Safaris – Riza, Mehmet or Jim R. Transit Visa in transitional airport (if necessary)
· Complete the USFWS 3-177 form for importing trophies yourself or arrange a Broker to help you.
· Arrange for Taxidermist or Tannery (USDA Certified) to receive heads/hides from yourself or Broker/Receiver; you need their address and phone when meeting USFWS inspector a Customs Entry port in the event they won’t let you take the trophies directly home with you and you have to ship them.
· USFWS CITES Permit (Marco Polo) - apply in the Spring – we will assist; take photocopy and original
· Invitation letter from Host Company (outfitter to do) and copy of country’s firearm permit (ask)
· US Passport with country specific travel/visitor Visas (we get VISAS as arrival airport except Azerbaijan – get before leaving). Ask if questions.
· Baggage ID Labels and photocopies of your US Passport in each piece of Luggage
· Check in with US Embassy in Tajik or Kyrgyz and the local Government upon arrival (optional)
· US Customs - Customs Declaration for Firearm and optics – Form #4457; Call Customer Officer Dale Latham, Casper WY Customs office:  (307) 235-8513 (wk); (307) 797-2097 (cell); (307) 472-0418 (fax) and he’ll do this for you over the phone, before your trip.
· Cash - $100 bills, a some $20’s and $50’s  - US Money, new for tips, trophy fee, VIP, shopping
· Visa/MasterCard  –  know pin #, call banks to make sure able to use in International ATM machines
· Set up mobile phone (call company) for International Calling; consider getting it unlocked for local SIM and Obtain International access numbers for your calling card, Mobile and/or Satellite Phone.
· Satellite phone (Iridium) - call Andy Cool, www.explorersatellite.com; (954) 763-8650 Ext. 101
· Large Duffel, game bags, duct tape and garbage bags for transporting trophies if you’ll carry home
· Important/emergency items in carry-on; wear warm boots; carry on not big or they’ll make you check it.
· Emergency information and numbers readily available; you will be provided with Emergency list.
· High Altitude Medication – Diamox and/or Wilderness Athlete product – start before departure
· Water Filtration system and drinking containers
· Vaccinations – Tetanus and general ones, but specialty ones not generally needed; check with Health org.
· Emergency Meds – see Equipment list; Visit your doctor and get them; get physical before leaving.
· Veterinarian Certificate, Hunting license from country (outfitter will provide); need outfitter address/ph.
· Photocopy all travel docs, CITES permit and ID; leave a copy with your family and bring copies
· Wire part or all of trophy fee money to Asian Mountain Outfitters account before leaving
Asian Mountain Outfitters; www.asianmountainoutfitters.com; (250) 317-5525


