ASIAN/MARCO POLO & IBEX HUNTER’S EQUIPMENT CHECKLIST

Clothing

· Socks (1 pair/set for every 2-4 days) – Bridgedale, Darn Tough or Kenetrek (wool/nylon blend)

· Underwear (synthetic or wool) type brief or boxer briefs (1 for every 2-4 days)

· Undershirt/long underwear top – zip neck style (1 Merion Wool and 1 synthetic); Kuiu, Icebreaker
· Long Underwear Bottoms – Synthetic or Wool type – like Icebreaker, Kuiu (1 or 2)

· Pants – Soft shell or fleece (windbloc) – Mtn Hardware, Beyond Clothing, Kuiu, Sitka (2 pair)

· Shirts - Wool or synthetic:  Zip-T pullover or button up. (2 long sleeve)

· Gloves/mittens – 2 fleece, leather or windbloc & 1 or 2 very warm shell type w/removable liner
· Hat (1 light – ball cap type and 1 warm – w/earflaps or stocking cap type)

· Facemask/balaclava – preferably windproof, like from Outdoor Research (OR)
· Wind/waterproof Shell – pants and jacket w/hood – 3 Ply Gore-Tex type with pit zips and leg zips. 
· Jacket – Wool or Fleece (windbloc)

· Insulated Jacket – (Brooks Range Synthetic Jacket by Barney’s or Feathered Friend’s Icefall or Front Point Down Parka); for extreme cold, get a synthetic fill pant from same manufacturer.
· Whites top & bottom (light wt & tough – wear over clothes) – Northern Outfitters makes best
· Gaiters (OR Crocs, Kenetrek, Sitka or Kuiu)
· Optional:  Heavy all in one Parka (like Raven Wear, Cabela’s style) instead of layers.
· Handkerchiefs – for sweat, bandana, nose, lens wipe (2-3)

· Travel clothes (1 set - wear to and from camp/airport); camp shoes (for in town).
*Note – the key is to layer the clothes for hiking, sitting, horseback riding, etc.  Dress for cold/wind

Footwear

· Boots (1 or 2): Kenetrek Guide or Mtn Extreme (400 gram: Sept. & early Oct); Kenetrek Mtn Extreme (1000 gr. for late Oct. thru mid-Dec) &/or 1 Kenetrek Northern or La Sportiva Spantik
· Arctic Shield or similar overboot for added warm – for sitting and glass or riding (optional).  
· Blister kit (Moleskin, Blister Bandaids & athletic tape-mandatory); Sportshield lubricant (optional)
Sleeping

· Sleeping bag (mummy style) – (-15 degree F or colder rating) – 700- 900 Fill Down is best
· Thermarest Full Length pad or Exped Downmat 7 or 9 in stuff sac and with repair kit.
· Travel Pillow – Thermarest/Cascade designs or Pillow slip (put jacket inside of it for sleeping)

· Stocking cap or headband for sleeping
Hunting Equipment

· Internal or External frame pack with extra hip/waist buckle (backpack hunts only – ask first)
· Day pack – High Quality, 2000-3500 cubic inches (used for carry-on)
· Binoculars – (minimum of 8 power and 42mm objective) – Leica or Zeiss with rangefinder is best
· Spotting Scope w/case/carry strap; Variable (min. 40 power) – the local guides will not have them

· Tripod w/carry strap; 3-4 lbs w/video style head, 2 plates (Gizto or Bogen/Manfrotto Carbon Fiber)

· Range Finder (Leica, Swarovksi or Nikon 1200+yard w/NEW battery) – best if in Binocular.
· Lens cleaner drops/cloth and lens pen

· 1 hunting knife (sharp) & compact knife sharpener or Havel’s Scalpel.  Take knives for guides
· Leatherman type tool and misc tools for taking apart firearm if necessary, etc.

· Hard weapon case with 2 locks (combination type). Aluminum or high quality plastic.
· Pelican 1200 or lt. wt. plastic handgun case for ammo w/locks. Pack ammo separately from firearm.
Rifle Hunters

· Gun & Scope (Bolt action, .25 cal. min; Accurate to 500-600 yards) with Ballistic Reticle or Turret
· Extra Scope (mounted and sighted in on Piccatiny or Talley type rings/mounts) - optional
· Acu-Site w/extra batteries or Leupold Bore sight
· Scope cover (Scope Coat or Leupold Neoprene or Butler Creek flip-up type) 
· Sling for carrying rifle: www.sloganoutdoors.com makes a split sling or take Tactical case w/straps
· 2 boxes of shells (Premium factory or reloads); nylon shell holder (Uncle Mikes Folding, 8-10 rds)  

· Cleaning rod and/or Otis Cable rod w/brush, patch end piece; cleaning jag, cotton patches (2 dz) 
· Boar Solvent – Montana Extreme, Butch’s Bore shine or Shooter’s Choice in 1 oz plastic container
· Electrical tape for barrel – Scotch/3M Super 33 (sticks in cold weather)
· Gun Oil (teflon type – non-freezing like Sport’s Care Ultralube); clean/degrease gun before leaving 
Bow Hunters

· Compound Bow; proficient to 70-100 yards (record brace height, knocking point, axle-axle, etc.)

· Extra string and/or cables (shot in); string wax & silencers
· Extra rest and sight pins

· 2 releases (mechanical)
· Bowsling, armguard

· Arrows (1-2 dz); Broadheads (sharp and accurate) – 1 dozen; Bludgeon and Judo points (2-3 each) 

· Tools Allen wrenches, Compact/portable bow press (optional)
· Small Broadhead target (there are none in camp)

Muzzleloader Hunters

· Gun (.50 cal) for long range shooting and muzzleloader scope (ballistic reticle or one with turrets)
· 20 – 250 - 300 Gr. Sabot type slugs or larger (Barnes, Nosler, Hornady or Swift work well)

· Pyrodex or Triple 7 pellets or loose (100 gr. Minimum/load); Magnum caps, Quick loaders (2-3)

· Breech tool, Allen wrench, Breech plug grease/lube
· Cleaning rod and jag, Bullet puller

· Cleaning patches, Old toothbrush, Cleaning solvent

· Electrical tape, Kifaru Gun Sleeve (to keep snow/water out of action and barrel)
*Note:  Best way to travel with Muzzleloader components is to put them together in shotgun shells.

Miscellaneous

· Camera – Digital (10 + Mega-pixel) with extra battery and extra memory card
· 2 headlamps (Petzl, Princeton Tech, Mammut or similar LED) w/extra batteries

· 1 liter size Lexan/plastic water bottle (Nalgene or Gatorade type)

· 2 liter Platypus or 3 liter Nalgene Water Bladders (optional – backpacking and for water storage)
· Matches and a butane lighter

· Sunglasses w/head strap (Rudy Project, Oakley type) – bring an extra set (inexpensive type)
· Satellite Phone (handheld – Iridium w/2 batteries and AC charger); mandatory – know how to use
· Mobile Phone – make sure to buy roaming minutes and make sure it can be used internationally 
· Video Camera w/extra battery and extra tapes or SD Card storage (optional)
· Electrical outlet adapter for Russian/European style outlets; 3 way splitter.
· Goal0 battery pack (Sherpa 120) with inverter and solar panel (optional)

· Garmin GPS (E-Trex Vista or larger one with big map capability) w/extra batteries or charger
· Suunto Brand Altimeter/compass watch
· Arcteryz Kneecaps – good for archery hunter and for doing stalks

· MSR XGK Multi-fuel or Primus Optimus Stove & New fuel bottles (2, 22 oz), cookpot, cup, spoon (only for backpack hunts - ask)

· Leki or Black Diamond Telescopic Carbon fiber or alum. Trekking pole
· Air activated type heat packs – hand, foot (self-adhesive) and pocket sizes (Grabber My Coal)
· Food – Jerky (commercial brands), Energy bars (Wilderness Athlete, Lara Bar, Nature Valley – 2-3/day), Wilderness Athlete drink mixes (both kinds) – 2/day; Green Drink (Wilderness Athlete), Meal Replacement/protein powder, Mountain House dinners (6-10); Flavored tea, Coffee Singles
· Water filter (compact type) – Katadyn or MSR brand or Steri-Pen (uses UV light).
· Ziploc Bags (4 or 5, each, 1 gallon size & quart sized) 
· Garbage Bags (2 or 3, heavy duty kitchen or larger type – compactor or leaf bags best)

· Pillow cases or Alaska Game bags (2-3 for taking home capes & dirty clothes).  They work well for carrying things on saddles/horse; Nylon cord or lt. wt rope – for tying bags to horses.  

· Labels for all bags and Tyvek labels for caps, skulls (zip tie or wire to attach them)

· Skull/horn preparation: 2 screwdrivers (flat), duct tape, Clear plastic, meat tenderizer (optional)
· Extra, Heavy Duty Duffel for taking home capes/horns/skulls.
· Small Nylon Ditty bags for organizing gear – Kifaru or Integral Designs
· Book(s) (small paperback); Small notepad and pencil/pen.

· Money Belt and/or Fanny pack (optional)
· Laptop computer, ipod (local/truck music not ideal), ipad.  Most hotels and airports have internet.  

· Hunting License & Firearms Permit (Outfitter provides – get at airport)

· Airline Tickets, CITES permit (US Marco Polo Hunters), Passport (with at least several blank pages and at least 6 months before it expires, 2 Passport Photos, Visa (some countries hunters get Visa before leaving (Azerbaijan) and other (Kyrgyz, Tajik – get Visa at Airport), Cred/bank Card.
· Copies of all ID and itinerary; letter of Invitation & copy of your firearm permit (where applicable)

· Emergency Contact List.  Global Rescue, health insurance and/or Sportsman’s Travel Ins.
· Customs Declaration form 4457 - US Firearms Registration Form (get from a US Customs Office before your depart – not at airport) or Gun registration and Firearms license (Canada)

· Trophy Fees, tip money and emergency cash (US Cash - $20, 50 & 100 bills; all NEW bills); Total Tips are typically 5-10% of hunt cost, depending on country.
· And/or Products for tips:  Leatherman tools, knives and sharpening stones, headlamps with extra batteries, boots, clothes (hats, whites, gloves, socks) 
Personal

· Tooth Brush, Tooth Paste, Q-Tips & Dental Floss, Disposable shaving razor
· Small (1-2 oz.) liquid soap or shampoo.
· Toilet Paper (1 roll) & Kleenex pocket pack in a Ziploc; Baby wipes (travel pack size, 15 count min)
· Lip balm w/SPF 10 minimum (2) 
· Small towel and wash cloth; Scent Shield Bath Towels (optional)
· Deodorant (baking soda, lavalin or no-scent type)

· Prescription medication for individual health issues (if required) 
· Glasses or contacts (if required)

· Advil and aspirin and high power anti-inflammatory (Prednisone (best), Celebrex or Mobic)
· First Aid supplies: bandages, compress, blood clotter, sutures, butterfly Band-Aid, super glue, medical tape, blister protection, antibiotic cream, Sport Shield (prevent baboon butt), Athletes Foot/Jock Itch crm.
· Nail Clippers and tweezers
· Sunblock (SPF 25 + in a small tube). Important in snow. Dermatone is a good brand
· Iodine or Tablets – for Water purification (Aqua Pure) – for emergency use; use filter for big jobs.
· Imodium AD tablets, Pepto-Bismol, anti-acid, cough drops, decongestant, anti-histamine, 
· Specialty Medication – Diamox (high altitude), Antibiotics (Cipro, doxycycline, Flagil, Keflex), Pain (Vicodin, Percocet or Oxycodone), muscle relaxer, eye infection drops. 
· Wilderness Athlete High Altitude Advantage (1 bottle) and Vitamins/supplements
PACKING TIPS

1) For the commercial flight to the area, pack your unloaded rifle or bow in a lockable, hard plastic or metal case.  Ammunition is to be packed separate in lockable case.  The ICC 36”x14or16”x4.5” aluminum case and Cabela’s Guide duffel combination work well.  Tuff Pack makes another good case.  TSA Locks on everything.  Take extra locks as sometimes they get broken off at foreign airports.
2) For the commercial flight, pack all of your other gear into one or two checked, large duffels (40-50 lbs. each) and one carry-on/daypack – 2,000-3,500 cubic inches (around 15lbs,  containing essentials – 1 pair hunting boots (or wear them), 1 lighter, camera, spare batteries, binocular/rangefinder, phone, paperwork, ID, Jacket, hat/gloves, clean socks/underwear, toiletries, etc.) You might want to bring 1 or 2 small, lightweight duffels for organizing things in camp. You’ll use the extra duffel for taking home trophy(s).  The total weight of all equipment should be 80-110 pounds.  If you’ll be bringing an internal framed backpack, put it inside one of the large duffels for extra protection.  Lock everything with TSA locks.   

Asian Mountain Outfitters:  www.asianmtnoutfitters.com Equipment Checklist:  (250) 317-5525


